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Welcome  
        to Hazlegrove
Hazlegrove is an Independent Day and 
Boarding Preparatory School for 377  
boys and girls aged 2½ to 13. 
The school is fortunate to have 
outstanding facilities and is set within  
200 acres of parkland in Somerset with 
direct access to the A303. The families  
at Hazlegrove represent a wide  
cross-section of the community from  
local farmers and cheese-makers to  
metro-exiles and ex-pats choosing to 
colonise the South-West of England.
“At Hazlegrove,  we believe that in today’’’’s 
rapidly changing and demanding world it 
is important that children from an early 
age should have a breadth of opportunity 
to develop their abilities and potential 
while enjoying the benefit of a caring, 
structured and secure environment. I am 
delighted to launch our first Festival of 
History. As Headmaster,  I am deeply 
committed to ensuring that the children 
leave Hazlegrove with an appreciation of 
history. I am sure that events during the 
Festival will inspire,  challenge and help to 
instil a passion for history that we value so 
highly.”   

Richard Fenwick, Headmaster MA

Our Patron 
  James Holland
‘““Learning about our past is so important.  
After all,  how can we make sense of the 
present or prepare for the future without 
an understanding of what came before?  
But it is also endlessly fascinating,  filled 
with extraordinary stories,  and incredible 
human drama. History should be utterly 
captivating to any young girl or boy and 
this Festival is going to go a long way to 
help get those children excited about the 
richness of our past.” 
James Holland is a historian,  writer and 
broadcaster. He regularly appears on 
television and radio.
He is also Co-founder and Programme 
Director of the Chalke Valley History 
Festival,  the largest of its kind in the UK,  
and he has his 
own collection at 
the Imperial War 
Museum. 
He is a Fellow of 
the Royal Historical 
Society. He is also 
an avid cricketer, 
and plays for both 
Chalke Valley CC 
and the Authors CC.

A word 
from the 

Headmaster
“Everything we 
are, as a person, 

as a nation and as 
a global society is 

defined by what has 
been. It is only by 

beginning to develop 
an understanding of 
history that we can 
successfully define 

and plan our futures. 
I very much look 
forward to what 
will undoubtedly 

be an insightful, 
inspirational and 
hugely enjoyable 

Festival.”

A word 
from our 

Patron
“It is a great 

honour to be 
a patron 

of this wonderful 
Festival and

I hope all who 
get to meet 

and hear the 
wonderful 

line-up 
of historians 

coming to 
Hazlegrove 
are inspired 

by what 
they have to 

say and show.”

Welcome to our
         Festival of History!
All I want is for children to love history. If they love 
history,  everything else follows. 
However,  it is more than that. I want to instil in 
children a passion for history that will last their 
whole lives.
What is critical to instilling passion in the children is 
‘living’ history. A programme of tri ps and speakers 
gets them out of the classroom or others into it and 
helps to bring the subject alive. 
This week is a special opportunity 
to experience the whole breadth 
of British history,  covering 
chronological,  military and 
social themes.  
It is wonderful to see so many 
children who clearly have or are 
developing a love for history. 
History at Hazlegrove is thriving 

and I know 
this week 
will be as 
inspiring 
and informative 
as it will be fun 
and memorable!

Charles Atherton, 
Head of History 

www.hazlegrove.co.uk
http://www.griffonmerlin.com/about/
http://cvhf.org.uk/
http://cvhf.org.uk/


Christopher 
Lloyd 

is a graduate in history 
from Peterhouse, 

Cambridge,  and a 
former Sunday Times 

science correspondent.
Christopher Lloyd has 
a range of non-fiction 
books and a series of 
giant narrative timelines 
which can be read like 
books or unfolded into 
2.3m long wallcharts. 
The series is published 

in partnership with 
highly respected UK 

based institutions such 
as the Natural History 
Museum,  The Science 

Museum, 
The Shakespeare 

Birthplace Trust and the 
Magna Carta Trust. 

Meet 
the

Festival 
of

History
Team

Toby Stok
is the Heritage 

Outreach Officer at 
Community Heritage 
and Access Centre 
in Yeovil and is a 
regular visitor to 
Hazlegrove. He 

specialises in visiting 
schools to give talks 
about different times 
in history. His visits 
are eagerly awaited 

by the children, 
because he always 
arrives with lots of 
items for them to 

see,  handle and ask 
quesions about.

His knowledge about 
living history is vast 
and many of his 

props have been lent 
to his museum by 

families from
the local area.

Martin Brown 

is the cartoonist 
illustrator of the hugely 

successful Horrible 
Histories series.

Twenty years,  sixty 
titles and twenty 

million copies,  Terry 
Deary and Martin’’s 
books have become 

a phenomenon, 
expanding into the 

award winning BBC TV 
programme,   

exhibitions,  games 
and stage shows. 

More recently,  Martin 
has illustrated Philip 
Pullman’s ‘New Cut 
Gang’ re-issue for 

David Fickling Books 
and,  amongst other 

things,  is now working 
on his own fun  

non-fiction animal book 
for children.

Steamhorse  
Interactive 
Historical 
Interpretation 
and Performers 
The group are all 
passionate historians 
who spend most of 
their time reliving and 
re-telling history up and 
down the country. 
Each of them has 
expertise from a 
different field of study 
along with a general 
understanding of life 
in the past. They have 
come together to work 
as a team to bring their 
skills and enthusiasm 
to inspire the children 
at Hazlegrove. The 
Steamhorse team will 
be going into as many 
ordinary lessons as 
possible every day 
during the Festival week 
to put a twist of history 
into all lessons.

Tom 
Armstrong-Frost

has always been 
interested in history. He 
first started in historical 
shows through being a 
keen archer and then 
went on to squire for 
Medieval and Tudor 
Jousts. Since then he 
has learnt to ride and 

now performs in shows 
up and down the 

country both on foot 
and on horseback. As 
well as live shows and 
performances,  Tom is 
now taking history into 
schools in the form 

of interactive learning 
workshops making 

history accessible and 
fun for children. 

His favourite period 
has always been 

Medieval but he has 
since come to appreciate 
other periods,  especially 

Victorian,  not least 
because 

they have pockets!

Stephen
Abs Wisdom

builds World War 1 
trenches,  full size 

aeroplane replicas,  old 
racing cars and much 
more. “Everything is 

driven by a love and 
enthusiasm for history”. 
He has an old house 
crammed to the roof 
with the bits and bobs 
of history. Muskets,  
hats,  helmets and 

clothes galore,  even a 
very good replica of the 
suit Edwin ‘Buzz’ Aldrin 
walked on the Moon 
with in 1969!” He’ has 
just finished shooting 
a science TV series 

called ‘Wicked Inventions’ 
and was also the co-
presenter of Sky TV’’s 
Brainiac History Abuse. 
When not in historical 
garb he’ is fixing up his 

cottage in Norfolk, 
illustrating for the film 
business or tinkering 
with old racing cars.

Mark  
Griffin

has been bringing history 
to life for over 30 years 

and has appeared in 
countless shows,  events 
and film & TV projects 
worldwide. Griff has 
a wide knowledge 

of many periods and 
cultures and is just at 
home explaining about 
smelting bronze for a 
Mycenaean spearhead 
or baking Tudor bread 
as he is recounting tales 
of The Forgotten 8th 
Army in the jungles of 

Burma during WW2. He 
is a familiar sight at forts,  
castles and museums 
across the country and 
is also an experienced 
jouster and medieval 

and renaissance armour 
expert. He is the 

Managing Director of 
Griffin Historical 

Ltd,  one of the UK’’s 
largest Heritage 

Companies.

Kathy  
Hipperson
has been working in 
the world of historical 
interpretation for over 
20 years,  much of 

that time at Hampton 
Court Palace and the 
Tower of London with 
their education teams.

Three years ago 
she started a theatre 

company,  Time Will Tell 
Theatre,  that focuses on 
performances for the 

heritage industry,  
putting together the 
untold stories of our 
British history. She 
is also the historical 
interpretation team 

manager at Audley End 
House in the Victorian 

kitchens for Past 
Pleasures Ltd,  developing 
the art of cooking and 
talking to visitors at 
the same time. She 

feels very fortunate to 
have worked at some 

wonderful historical sites.

Ed  
Fox

is a professional historian 
with a PhD and several 
published works under 
his belt. He believes that 
a true understanding 
of the lives of people 
in the past can only be 
obtained by exploring 
as many aspects of 
their lives as possible, 
and where possible 

experiencing them for 
ourselves. To that end 

he engages in a number 
of activities which would 
have been very familiar 

to our ancestors. 
Ed is also a musician,  so 
is very interested in the 
way that our ancestors 
used music and sound 

and the effect music had 
on their communities. 
Ed makes and plays 
numerous historical 
musical instruments 
some of which have 

not been heard 
for centuries.

Nicholas  
Coles BA   (Hons)

has worked for over 
20 years as 
a professional 

archaeologist,  heritage 
manager and cultural 

historian. He has 
worked for various 

archaeological 
organisations before 

becoming the 
manager of Cosmeston 

Medieval Village,  a 
reconstructed C14th 

community in the Vale 
of Glamorgan.  

He now works as an 
independent historical 

interpreter and 
specialises in enhancing 

the educational 
experience for 
museums and 

educational facilities 
through the use of 
artefacts and first 
person interaction. 
He has a particular 

interest in the history of 
medicine and surgery.

https://www.whatonearthbooks.com/about/team/
http://horrible-histories.co.uk/awesome-author-and-illustrator
http://horrible-histories.co.uk/awesome-author-and-illustrator


Christopher Lloyd 

TAKE AN EPIC VOYAGE through the 
history of Britain with Christopher 
Lloyd’’s amazing new What on Earth? 
Wallbook Timeline of British History and 
his technicolour coat of many pockets! 
Using a giant 8m timeline as a backdrop 
Christopher stops off at 10 of the most 
significant moments that have shaped our 
island story from the 60 million year old 
geological marvel of the Giant’s Causeway 
to the reign of Elizabeth II,  Britain’s longest 
serving monarch. 

Topics covered in the session:
Norman Conquest,  Islamic Conquests,  
Black Death,  Printing,  Reformation,  Royal 
Navy,  Patents,  The Longitude Problem, 
Opium Wars,  Industrial Revolution,  Rise of 
Germany,  Financial Deregulation,  Present 
Day Issues of Climate Change,  Population 
Growth.

Books will be for sale and there will 
be a book signing after each talk.

Monday 
7 March

Moments in 
Time and 

History

Pupils 
Activities

Christopher Lloyd 
Whole School

Mr Stok
Nursery, 

Reception  
and Year 2

Evening 
Lecture

Christopher Lloyd
Tickets £5.00 

from Reception

Toby Stok 

The Nursery and 
Reception classes 
will head back to the 
Medieval times to 
explore the age of 
chivalry. They will study 
castles and what it may 
have been like to live in 
one. They will also learn 
about the clothes that 
people wore,  the food 
they ate and what it 
meant to be a knight.

Mr Stok will help to bring 
the battlefields of the 
Crimea come to life for 
Year 2. There will be a 
wide variety of objects 
from that era that the 
children can handle 
and observe to 
give them a 
greater understanding 
of the wonderful 
job Florence 
Nightingale, 
Mary Seacole 
and their nurses 
did during that 
time.

Christopher Lloyd
Evening Lecture
7.00pm - Theatre
Tickets ££5.00 for adults

Children free

Christopher Lloyd is a highly popular 
lecturer in demand in schools and 
universities throughout the UK and 
overseas. Venues for his many talks 
include The Royal Institution,  The Natural 
History Museum,  The Science Museum,  
The Institution of Mechanical Engineers,  
The Hay Literary Festival,  The Oxford 
Literary Festival,  The Cheltenham Science 
Festival The Cambridge Arts & Science 
Festival and many others.
Take an epic voyage through the history 
of Britain with 
Christopher 
Lloyd’’s amazing 
new What on Earth? 
Wallbook Timeline 
of British History 
and his technicolour 
coat of many 
pockets!

There will 
be a book 
signing after
the talk.

https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/


Steamhorse   

•Today the Steamhorse team will be 
covering the following topics:

 Romans to Hastings workshop
• 
 Roman Numerals - Children learn 
 about counting and numbers in  
 Roman times and the discovery 
 of the number 0
• 
 Learn what the Romans ate
• 
 Early medicine 
• 
 Shield walls - Learn how the 
 Saxons fought and learn to 
 make a shield wall
• 
 Have a go at telling Sagas 
 in a Saxon  Style
• 
 The origins of music and 
 musical instruments,  hear 
 sounds as they were heard 
 over 1000 years ago
• 
 Hastings - Relive the 
 famous battle

Ben Kane
Evening Lecture
7.00pm - Theatre
Tickets ££5.00 for adults

Children free

Kenya born,  Irish by blood and UK 
resident,  Ben Kane’’s passion for history 
has taken him to more than 60 countries, 
and all 7 continents. During his travels and 
subsequent research,  including walking 
hundreds of miles in complete Roman 
military gear,  he has learned much about 
the Romans and the way they lived. Seven 
of his nine novels have been Sunday Times 
top ten bestsellers,  and his books are 
published in twelve languages. Apart from 
all things Roman,  Ben loves military history 
of any type. 
There will be a
book signing
after the talk.

Tuesday 
8 March
Riotous 

Romans to 
Harold at 
Hastings

Pupils 
Activities

Steamhorse  
Interactive 
Historical 

Interpretation 
and Performers

Whole School
Horrible Histories 

Illustrator
Martin Brown 
Whole School

and parents invited

Evening 
Lecture
Ben Kane
Tickets £5.00 

from Reception

Martin 
Brown
We are thrilled that the 
Horrible Histories illustrator,  
Martin Brown,  is coming 
to Hazlegrove. During his 
presentation,  Martin will 
encourage the children 
to pick up a pencil and 
draw. He will tell them 
how a Horrible Histories 
drawing happens and will 
create and draw some 
cartoons based on 
suggestions from 
the audience.

Theatre
4.30pm to 6.00pm  
Parent tickets are free
from Reception. 
Children who 
would like to 
go should tell 
their Tutor.

Books will
be for sale
and there
will be a
book signing
after the talk. C

o
lin

 T
ho

m
a
s

http://www.benkane.net/his-books/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/


Steamhorse   

•Today the Steamhorse team will be 
covering the following topics:

• Normans to Tudors workshop

• Year 3 - Have a go at building a castle 
 and see how well it would stand up to 
 attack

• Year 3 - Design their own heraldic  
 crest and shield 
 
• Year 4 - Da Vinci’’s world 
 of Medieval invention

• Year 7 - Learn about the 
 difference between rich and 
 poor in the Medieval period

• Year 8 - Great Plague and  
 Fire of London

• Battle of Agincourt

• Listen to some Medieval music and 
 have a go at some dances of the   
 period

 What did people eat in Medieval 
 times?

 Doctoring in the Medieval world, 
 leeches anyone?
• 
 What games did Medieval 
 people play?

Dr E. T. Fox
Evening Lecture
7.00pm - Theatre
Tickets ££5.00 for adults

Children free

A Study of Medieval Church 
Carvings and the Somerset 
Stories Within Them ...
Noted historian Dr E.T. Fox is one of the 
foremost social historians working in the 
West Country today. In a ground-breaking 
study,  Dr Fox explores every day life in 
sixteenth century Somerset by examining 
the legacy left to us by our forebears in 
the form of carved church bench ends. 
Long overlooked as a source of 
information,  the hundreds of carved 
images on bench 
ends still to be 
found in Somerset 
churches paint a 
picture of life five 
centuries ago,  
and give us a hint 
of agriculture, 
industry,  love,  
religion and 
hidden messages 
of rebellion in 
Tudor England.

Wednesday
9 March

Nasty 
Normans to 
Troublesome 

Tudors
Pupils 

Activities
Steamhorse  
Interactive 
Historical 

Interpretation 
and Performers 

Whole School
Mr Stok

Year 1

Evening 
Lecture

Dr E. T. Fox
Tickets £5.00 

from Reception

Toby Stok 

Mr Stok will come in to 
Hazlegrove to see the 
Year 1 children.
The Year 1 class will 
learn about their topic 
on ‘Houses and Homes. 
They will explore how 
houses have changed 
over the years,  finding 
out,  in particular,  how 
homes have developed 
over the last 100 years. 
They will look at 
Victorian homes and 
their artefacts and 
consider how people 
lived their lives before 
electricity.
The children 
will draw and 
paint houses 
using various 
media and using 
simple DT skills, 
they will make a ‘
house in a 
shoe-box’ and 
then they will
furnish it.



Steamhorse   

•Today the Steamhorse team will be 
covering the following topics:

• Stuarts to Georgians workshop
• 
 Year 1 and 2 - Design their own  
 heraldic crest and shield 

• Year 3 and 4 - Learn some skills and 
 activities of Nelson’s Navy

• Years 3, 4 and 5 - Have a go at some 
 Shakespeare 

• Year 6 - The horrors of Napoleonic 
 surgery

• Year 7 - Da Vinci’’s world of Medieval 
 invention
 
 Drill and get ready for the Civil War
•
 Meet a famous highwayman

 Learn about Georgian medicine

 Learn about the Somerset Jacobite 
 uprising

 What did the Georgians wear?

Saul David
Evening Lecture
7.00pm - Theatre
Tickets ££5.00 for adults

Children free

Operation Thunderbolt: Fl ight 
139 and the Raid on Entebbe 
Saul David is Professor of Military History 
at the University of Buckingham. An 
experienced broadcaster,  Saul often 
appears on British radio and television. 
He has led history tours to India and 
the Crimea. His latest history –Operation 
Thunderbolt: Flight 139 and the Raid on 
Entebbe ’was 
published in 
2015 to 
rave reviews.

There will
be a book
signing
after the
talk.

Thursday
10 March

Scrapping 
Stuarts to 

Gregarious 
Georgians

Pupils 
Activities

Steamhorse  
Interactive 
Historical 

Interpretation 
and Performers 

Whole School

Evening 
Lecture

Saul David
Tickets £5.00 

from Reception

http://sauldavid.co.uk/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/
https://hazlegrove.wufoo.eu/forms/festival-of-history-7-to-11-march-2016/


Steamhorse   

•Today the Steamhorse team will be 
covering the following topics:

 Victorians to WW1 workshop
•
 Year 2 - Have a lesson in a Victorian 
 School room

 Year 4 - See the rise and fall of the 
 British Empire

 Victorian Crime and punishment
•
 Practise some Victorian engineering

 See what life in the workhouse was 
 like and what you would have got to eat

 Learn about life in the trenches   
 from our Tommy

 Meet a flying ace and 
 learn to spot WW1 
 aircraft

 What advances 
 were made in 
 Victorian Medicine? 

History Quiz
A Family Evening of Fun!
7.00pm - Theatre
Tickets ££10.00 per team of 8
to include light refreshments

Join us for a fun evening of questions 
on anything to do with history. 

Put together a team of 8 people. There 
must be at least one adult on your team. 
Children from Year 3 to Year 8 are 
invited.

Come 
dressed as 
a valiant 
champion,  
a dauntless 
heroine or 
a dastardly 
villain from 
history.

There will be 
prizes for the 
best costume 
and the 
winning team.

Tickets from 
Reception.

Friday
11 March

Villainous 
Victorians 
to Wicked 

WW1
Pupils 

Activities
Steamhorse  
Interactive 
Historical 

Interpretation 
and Performers 

Whole School

Evening 
Entertainment

History Quiz
Tickets £10.00

per team of 8 people 
from Reception



Hazlegrove Preparatory School, Sparkford, SomerSet, BA22 7JA
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